
 

 

Domestic Violence  
in Georgia 

What is domestic violence?6 
 
Domestic violence is about one person getting and 
keeping power and control over another person in 
an intimate relationship. The abusive person might 
be your current or former spouse, live-in lover, or 
dating partner. Domestic violence has been de-
scribed as "a pattern of behavior in which one inti-
mate partner uses physical violence, coercion, 
threats, intimidation, isolation and emotional, sex-
ual or economic abuse to control and change the be-
havior of the other partner.”5  
 
PHYSICAL ABUSE: Grabbing, pinching, shoving, slap-
ping, hitting, hair pulling, biting, etc. Denying medical 
care or forcing alcohol and/or drug use. 
 
SEXUAL ABUSE: Coercing or attempting to coerce any 
sexual contact without consent, e.g., marital rape, forcing 
sex after physical beating, attacks on sexual parts of the 
body or treating another in a sexually demeaning man-
ner. 
 
ECONOMIC ABUSE: Making or attempting to make a 
person financially dependent, e.g., maintaining total con-
trol over financial resources, withholding access to 
money, forbidding attendance at school or employment. 
 
EMOTIONAL ABUSE: Undermining a person's sense of 
self-worth, e.g., constant criticism, belittling one's abili-
ties, name calling, damaging a partner's relationship with 
the children. 
 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE: Causing fear by intimidation, 
threatening physical harm to self, partner or children, 
destruction of pets and property, mind games or forcing 
isolation from friends, family, school and/or work. 
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♦ From 2003-2009, at least 834 Georgia 
citizens lost their lives due to domes-
tic violence.1  

♦ Georgia was recently ranked 15th in 
the nation for its rate of men killing 
women. GA has been in the top 20 for 
all 10 years of the study.2 

♦ In 42% of the cases studied through 
Georgia’s Domestic Violence Fatality 
Review Project, children were present 
during the killing.7 

72,185 
In 2009, the number of crisis calls to  
Georgia’s certified domestic violence 

agencies.3 
 

58,420 
In 2008, the number of domestic        

violence incidents that law enforcement 
officers responded to in Georgia.4 

 

7,756 
In 2009, the number of victims and their 
children who were provided refuge in a 

Georgia domestic violence shelter.3 
 

2,483 
In 2009, the number of victims who were 

turned away from a Georgia domestic 
violence shelter due to lack of space.3 

Georgia’s  
Domestic Violence Statistics: 

Year 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 

Number of DV 
Fatalities1 125 111 118 106 127 110 137 
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National Domestic Violence Statistics 
 

♦ Since 1976, each year about 30% of all female murder victims are killed by their intimate  
     partner.2 

♦ Nearly one in three American women report being physically or sexually abused by a hus-
band or boyfriend at some point in their lives.3 

♦ 85% of domestic violence is committed by men against women.2  

♦ Women and men in same-sex relationships experience domestic violence at the same rates 
as heterosexual women.4 

♦ Immigrants and refugees experience violence at the same rates as other communities. How-
ever, immigrants and refugees experience increased barriers to services due to language barri-
ers and fear about their immigration status.5 

♦ A national survey reported that 50% of the men who frequently assaulted their wives also  

    frequently abused their children.6 

♦ Women are more likely to be killed by their partner with a firearm than by all other means  
    combined.7 

 

For more information: 
Georgia Commission on Family Violence 

www.gcfv.org  
404.463.0350 

Maggie@gcfv.org 

Cause of Death: Reviewed Domestic Violence Fatalities, 2004-20091

Strangulation 11%

Asphyxiation due to 
smoke inhalation 1% Multiple traumatic 

injuries 1%

Blunt or sharp force 
trauma 7%

Stab wounds / Stab 
wounds and 

lacerations 24%

Gunshot 55%

1-800-33-HAVEN (voice/TTY) 
If you or someone you know is being abused, there are community and statewide   

resources available to you. Call the toll-free, 24-hour hotline, for a confidential place 
to get help and find resources.  
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